24. O little town of Bethlehem

Words by English traditional melody
PHILLIPS BROOKS arranged by
(1835-93) R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958)
and (V. 4) THOMAS ARMSTRONG ( 5. 1898)
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O lit-tle town of Bethle - hem, How still we__ seethee lie!
O morningstars, to - ge - ther Pro-claimthe ho-ly birth,
How si-lent - ly, how si - lent-ly, The won-drousgift is giv'n!
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less_ sleep The si - lent stars go by.

And prai-ses sing to God the__ King, And peace to__ men on earth;

So God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of his heav'n.
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Yet. in thy dark streets shi - neth The e - ver - last - ing  light;
For_ Christ is born of =~ Ma - ry; And, gath-ered all a - bove,
No_ ear may hear his_ com - ing; But in this world of sin,
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The  hopes and fears of all_ the_years Are met in___ thee to - night.
While  mor - tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of  wond’ring love.
Where meeksouls will re - ceive him, still The dear Christ en-ters in.
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Versie 2012-10-11, Collegium Musicum Kerstzingcie 2011
Descant from the Royal School of Church Music.
Arrangement from the English Hymnal, via the Oxford University Press.
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